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Foreword 


In 1856, one year before the city of Fairbury was founded, John 
Kring Senior and his wife Rachel Smith moved their family from 
Ohio to the Fairbury area. Four of their seven children and their 
families also moved to the Fairbury area. 


These five families helped to build Fairbury into a thriving 
community. The Krings operated a blacksmith shop, a foundry, 
farms, and a greenhouse complex. John Kring Jr. was a Civil War 
veteran. The Kring family was issued three U.S. Patents on field 
cultivators, check-row corn planters, and nursery planting devices. 
Four buildings in Fairbury still have ornamental cast iron columns 
made by the Fairbury Kring Foundry. Veterans Memorial Park 
[formerly Central Park] has two huge cast iron pieces that were 
entrance floors to Fairbury businesses. 


It is hoped this book will help people better understand the critical 
role the Kring family played in Fairbury history. 
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CHAPTER 1 
Book Design 


The Kring family genealogy was documented using a combination 
of Ancestry.com, the Fairbury Blade, the Pantagraph, and other 
newspapers. The next chapter will focus on the basic genealogy of 
the Kring family. 


After finishing the Kring family genealogy, the historical books 
were searched to identify all historical references to the Kring 
family. There are three primary historical reference books used 
whenever research is performed about Fairbury, Illinois, history. 


1878 History Book 

The earliest published reference to Fairbury, Illinois history is 
William Le Baron's 1878 book titled The History of Livingston 
County, Illinois. This book will be called the 1878 history book in 
future references. 


1888 History Book 
The 1888 history book titled Portrait and Biographical Album of 
Livingston County by Chapman Brothers is the second Fairbury, 
Illinois history book. This book will be called the 1888 history book 
in future references. 


1909 History Book 

The 1909 history book titled Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and 
History of Livingston County by Bateman and Selby is the third 
Fairbury, Illinois history book. This book will be called the 1909 
history book in future references. 


The results of searching these three history books was used to 
construct the chapter titled Historical Literature Review. 


Subsequent chapters in this book focus on various aspects of the 
Kring's in Fairbury. 


Format 


If possible, references and dates will be noted for all materials used 
in this book. In some cases, exact dates are not available for some 
photographs. 


Sanborn Insurance Company Maps 


The Sanborn Insurance Company created detailed maps of Fairbury 
for the years 1885, 1892, 1898, 1906, and 1911. These maps will be 
used to help illustrate the various locations in Fairbury where the 
Kring family conducted it's businesses. 


Bureau of Land Management Database 


This database contains the records of Fairbury area land that was 
purchased from or granted by the U.S. government to citizens. The 
database was used to help illustrate where the Kring farm land was 
with respect to the City of Fairbury. 


Errors 


The author has made every attempt to be as accurate as possible with 
the data used in this book. Some of this data came from 
Ancestry.com. The danger of using data from Ancestry.com is that it 
is often not verifiable to a source document. 


If an error is found, please notify the author. Please include a source 
document when you notify the author. The manuscript will be 
updated to correct the error. 


CHAPTER 2 
Kring Family Genealogy 


John Kring Sr. was born July 16, 1805, in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. He married Rachel Smith on August 25, 1825, in 
Miami County, Ohio. She was born on August 18, 1805, in North 
Carolina. In 1856, they moved to the Fairbury area. This is one year 
before Fairbury was founded in 1857. 


No obituary could be found for John Kring Sr. He died July 10, 
1887. In the Fairbury Blade newspaper archives, we have the Blades 
for July 8 and for July 29, 1887. The edition for the week of July 
15th is missing. 


The obituary for Mrs. John Kring Sr. from the August 4, 1894, 
Blade is shown below. 


Mrs. Rachel Kring 


Rachel Smith was born in North Carolina August 24, 
1805, and died at Fairbury, Ill., July 18, 1894. When 5 
years of age she with her parents moved to Ohio. She 
was married to John Kring August 24, 1825. To this 
union six children were born, five boys and one girl, five 
of whom survive her. In 1856, she with her husband and 
family removed to Illinois where she resided until her 
death. Since the death of her husband in 1887, she has 
resided with her youngest son, John Kring. 


She has been a devoted Christian the greater part of her 
life, having been converted at an early age. She was a 
kind and loving mother and grandmother and beloved by 
all who knew her. She suffered patiently for 52 days 
when she departed this life to meet the loved ones gone 
by before. 


The funeral services were conducted at her home at 10 
a.m. on Friday July 20, 1894, in the presence of a large 
concourse of friends and relatives, Rev. L. F. Cullom 
officiating. The floral offerings were many and of 
appropriate designs, the gifts of sympathizing friends. 
The remains were laid to rest by the side of her husband 
in the Fairbury cemetery. 


Weep not for one deceased, 

Our loss is her infinite gain, 

A soul out of prison released, 

And freed from its bodily chain; 
With songs let us follow her flight, 
And mount with the spirit above, 
Escaped to the mansions of light, 
And lodged in the Eden of Love. 


According to her obituary in the August 4, 1894, Blade, she had six 
children, five boys and one girl. In the 1850 U.S. Census, the John 
Kring Sr. family was living in Miami County, Ohio. Five boys and 
one girl were living with their parents. 


George Washington Kring (1826-1900). 
Henry Kring (1828-1900). 

Elizabeth Kring (1830-1909). 

Philip Kring (1832-1853). 

Christian Kring (1834-1880). 

John Kring Jr. (1839-1873). 

Lafayette Miller Kring (1848-1924). 


1856 Move from Ohio to Fairbury 


In 1856, the ages of the Kring family when they moved to the 
Fairbury area is shown below. 


John Kring Sr. [51]. 
Rachel Kring [51]. 


George Washington Kring [30]. 
Henry Kring [28]. 

Elizabeth Kring [26]. 

Philip Kring [Deceased]. 
Christian Kring [22]. 

John Kring Jr. [17]. 

Lafayette Miller Kring [8]. 


Acquisition of Fairbury Farm Land 


The U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management 
has a web site that lists how some of the farm land was purchased 
from the U.S. government. This web site is at 

https://glorecords.blm.gov/search/default.aspx. 


A search of this database using the last name of Kring in Illinois 


finds three transactions for John Kring. 


Names) | Date | poc | state | meridian | wp- nog | Aliquots | sec # County 
[E] KRING, JOHN, 4/15/1853 7548 IL 3rd PM 026N -006E NE% 3 Livingston 
[Œ PULLIS, DAVID R 
KRING, JOHN, 1/1/1852 18772 IL 3rd PM 027N -006E | E2SW⁄ 27 Livingston 
[E] SMITH, JAMES M E 
027N -006E W'SEV 27 Livingston 
[E] KRING, JOHN 10/1/1852 11543 IL 3rd PM 027N -005E  E2NE%, Lot/Trct 2 1 Livingston 


Congress passed a law that awarded farm land to veterans of the 


War of 1812. 


On the first transaction noted in the table above, John Kring was 
assigned a warrant from veteran David R. Pullis for 160 acres. A 
copy of this land transfer is shown below. 


D A ee 5 oy l 
She RRattes Grates $f Bhmerica, 


To all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting: . 


WI eXLAS, In pursuance of the Act of Congress, approved September 28th, 1850, 
1950, 


entitled “An Act granting Bounty Land to certain Officers and Soldiers who have been engaged in the Military 
Service of the United States,” Warrant No. ILL & for f 6 A P acres, 
issued in favor of Llum A ACA, Farrwle, ew Befplirer P 


has been returned to the GENERAL LAND OFFICE, with evidence that the same has been duly located upon the 

Math Orp fracliinul quarlir. f fir biat Labri 

Dawe, tes Sranlif. Ing de Math f ampo hk Gert, 

ny the Duti f Kants utp ot T at Ponas, 
ag. Cite Hanetree , inek 


according to the Official Plat of the Survey of the said Lands returned to the GENERAL LAND OFFICE by 
the SURVEYOR GENERAL: heh. hab baw Opry nee. broly 
ae 


Now tinow Üe, That there is therefore granted by the UNITED STATES unto the said 


Z 


the tract of Land above described: TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said tract of Land, with the appurtenances 


thereof, unto the seid Lo rung. Anoob ba hed 


heirs and assigns forever. j 
In Testimony Whereof, EE AE A CoC CLE CL! 


PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, have caused these Letters to be made 


Patent, and the Sear or yae Generar Lanp Orrice to be hereunto affixed. 


GIVEN ps my hand, at the Cuy or Wasnincron, the 


TH doy 


in the pao our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
mic —4 LEZ ws of the INDEPENDENCE 
or tux Unien Srares the seventy- 7c 


BY THE PRESIDENT: DEDA 
sy AT (Í. L reeek af Sec'y. 


p ye Recorder of the General Land Office. 
AD pager Wa 


On the second transaction noted in the table above, John Kring was 
assigned a warrant from veteran James M. Smith for 160 acres. A 
copy of this land transfer is shown below. John Kring's wife was 
Rachel Smith. It is unknown if James M. Smith is a relative of hers. 


She EM atten Gates oF 
Go all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting : 


Hnew We, That in pursuance of the Act of Congress, entitled “An Act to raise for a limited time an 


additional military force, and for other purposes,” approved February 11th, 1847. Br 
Varies JO * AA (23) raO tues Codima hoe Kiri ' Cam = 


Fg of hho fer Regant e E E Veto 


having deposited in the GENERAL LAND OFFICE a WARRANT in A ad favor, numbered 
/ 8338 


` BA t t 
THERE IS THEREFORE GRANTED BY THE UNITED STATES, unto ess La i HO gs 
passe Vans Me tort, taansa te deta Sedat, Wha Gah beat of ht 


Joek Utest Leontii., Arnot Hh (leit. ws of hac tte Gath Mine. 


N lA PITAA Lee wal devera wae > ee Je B BE Loe deorthi, 
td A laap phew Goth tan Veurded of Larti Bth C bale? 
Voina re llo a12 CaTa LE OPE (Farc a aii 


according to the Official Plat of the Survey of the said Land returned to the GENERAL LAND OFFICE by 
the SURVEYOR GENERAL, which said tracts havebeen located in satisfaction of the above mentioned War- 
rant, in pursuance of the Act of Congress above mentioned, approved February lith, 1847. TO HAVE AND 
TO HOLD the said ee Sa seétion of land, with the appurtenances thereof, unto the said 


ae Seog, Clic re a ` 


heirs and assigns forever. 5 / A 7 
Me fe 
Ta Sestimony Whereof, J, Ky Ll arel Oh llre 


PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, have caused these Letters to be made 


Patent, and the Sea or raz Gzyerat Lann Orrice to be hereunto affixed. 


GIVEN under my hand, at the Orry or WASHINGTON, the 


i 
EHD day ys 


2 
in ft of our Lord onéAh usad eight hundred 
f, 


and „44 f A haad and of the INDEPENDENCE 


or miw Unirep Srares the seventy- aia we 


BY THE PRESIDENT: I athard, Gilbane 
by Hep. Mpok, Aih sey 


ecorder of the General Land Office. 


On the third transaction noted in the table above, John Kring 
purchased 40 acres. A copy of this land transfer is shown below. 


THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
CERTIFICATE 
No. // 43 


d . To all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting: 
WHEREAS °//, haga Maamo beeerety ie 


ha, deposited in the GENERAL LAND OFFICE of the United States, Certificate of th: REGISTER OF THE 
emt My rrr fee whereby it appears that full payment has been made by the said 
b we 6 awe? 

7 according to the provisions of the 

Act of Congress of the 24th of April, 1820, entitled “An act making further provision for the sale of the Public Lands,” for 
the bet hay of Met, MembeTies , of Meme Ante bast Jroctine l greantiż- f. 

pe CAR Che, in SARS Uh tho bower by every Snt f henge fay baat 

x Drastet pene; Myet h tole fat Danae Merai cintasiersg 


4 
joy Clty), ae for Kiih atti g on lerc 


Z 


according to the official plat of the survey of the said Lands, returned to the eee Office by the SURVEYOR 
GENERAL, which said tract has been purchased by the said ; dhe l ug 


NOW ENOW YB, That the 
Muteey Santes Ot Bmerien, in consideration of the Premises, ond in conformity with the several acts of Congress; 
ern ee HAVE GIVEN AND GRANTED, and by these presents DO GIVE AND GRANT, 


and to 7c heirs, the said tract above described: TO BAVE AND TO. HOLD the samé, together with all the righte; 
ge ee ee thereunto belonging, unto the said 


and to 41 heirs and assigns forever. 


Xu Testimony sweeveot, X, l/d Von 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, have caused these Letters to be made PATENT, and 
the SEAL of the GENERAL LAND OFFICE to be hereunto áfized. 
(GINER under my hand, at the CITY OF WASHINGTON, the 727 Py, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred ond ` MA ro and of the 
Independence of the United States the Seventy ` omk 
BY THE PRESIDENT: MMe vet Filner ibe, 
od By Mae! = f | ee eA ee 


E, es L Fa Reconper of the General Land Office. 


The three documents above indicate that John Kring acquired 360 
acres in the Fairbury area. 


Using the Bureau of Land Management database, we can show 
where John Kring's land was located with respect to the founding of 
Fairbury. 


In Section 3, Dr. J. Leland Miller first acquired the land which 
would later become Fairbury. Dr. Miller sold part of his land to 
Caleb Patton. Then Caleb Patton made Octave Chanute, the railroad 
Engineer, an offer he could not refuse. If Chanute would run the 
railroad through his farm, Patton would give Chanute half of the 
new city lots. Octave Chanute accepted that deal. As the following 
map indicates, John Kring's land was in Section 3 just north of 
where Patton and Chanute ran the railroad and founded Fairbury. 
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Kring Farm in 1911 


By 1911, the Kring farm was reduced to only 35 acres. Their farm is 
shown in the 1911 Livingston county Plat Book. 
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CHAPTER 3 


Historical Literature Review 


1878 History Book 


The first church societies organized in Fairbury were the 
Methodist and Presbyterian. The Methodist Church was 
organized in July, 1858, under the ministerial labors of 
Rev. J. W. Stubbles, with the following members; 
Francis J. Moore, Garrison Bowen, Rachel Bowen, — 
Busey, Nancy Busey, Dr. L. Beech, Edith Beech, John 
Kring, Rachel Kring, Catherine Kring and John Potter. 
But few of these are members still. viz.: Francis J. 
Moore, Dr. L. Beech, John Kring, Catherine Kring, 
Rachel Kring and John Potter. The others are either 
dead, or have moved away. 


The most extensive manufacturing of any kind in the 
village is George W. Kring's. He commenced, in 1866, 
the manufacture of cultivators, a business he is still 
engaged in. Lately. he has added the manufacture of 
check-rowers, which he makes a specialty. 


O. F. AVERY, attorney at law, and Deputy County 
Clerk; was born in Hillsdale Co., Mich., Nov. 19, 1841; 
after receiving a high school education at the Jonesville 
Union School, he entered Hillsdale College, Michigan, 
remaining until 1861. He then entered the 11th Mich. 
Infantry, as a private, and was made a non- 
commissioned officer of Co. B; served in the Army of 
the Cumberland, taking part in the battles of Stone River 
and Chickamauga, and was wounded at the latter place; 
he was then detailed in the Michigan Military Agency at 
Nashville, and returned with his regiment in 1864; 
returning soon afterward to Nashville, he entered the 
government employ, and while there, took command of 


a company of volunteers to defend Johnsonville, Tenn., 
which was threatened by Gen. Forrest's army; he 
afterward took charge of the Quartermaster's Department 
of the 40th U. S. Colored Infantry, and remained with 
them until Nov., 1865. 


He came to Livingston Co. in 1866, and taught seven 
years in the schools at Fairbury, five years as Principal; 
in 1872, he became Principal of the High School at 
Burlingame, Kan., remaining two years, during which 
time he was admitted to the bar; on his return to 
Fairbury, he taught one year as Principal, and was then 
admitted to the bar of Illinois, and commenced practice. 
In 1877, he was the Republican candidate for County 
Superintendent of Schools, and though defeated, carried 
his own township by a majority of 374 out of a total vote 
of 550; he was appointed Deputy County Clerk the same 
Fall. He was married April 22, 1869, to Miss Mary E 
Kring, of Fairbury; they have one child—Kittie M. 


Taxpayers of Livingston County: 


Kring, Lafayette, molder. 

Kring, George, blacksmith. 

Kring, John Sr., farmer: P. O. Fairbury. 
Kring, John Jr., farmer: P. O. Fairbury. 
Kring, Henry, far.; P. O. Fairbury. 


Under the Business Directory: 


Kring, G. W., Patentee and Manufacturer of the best 
Check Rower now in use; Improvements Pat. Feb. 15, 
1876; no Side Draft, no Rope to shrink in wet weather. 
G.W. Kring is also Proprietor and Patentee of the best 
Riding Corn Cultivator in use, combining ease of draft 
with perfect work; correspondence solicited. 


1888 History Book 
No entries for Kring. 


1909 History Book 


Among those who settled here during the '50s were R. G. 
Crouch, Chester P. Crouch, John Kring, John Atkins, 
Lorenzo Beach and son Thomas, C. C. Bartlett, Thomas 
A. Jones, Henry Hornbeck, Hugh McKee, R. C. Straight, 
Robert Rumbold, S. D. Duell, John Cumpston and sons, 
Jacob Davis, James F. Earnhart, Caleb Patton, Daniel R. 
Potter, Gilbert Evans, John Sorg. 


The Methodist church was organized in July, 1858, 
under the pastorate of Rev. J. W. Stubbles, who was then 
stationed at Avoca, with the following members: 
Lorenzo Beach, Edith Beach, John Kring, Rachel Kring, 
Catherine Kring, John Potter, Francis Moore, Garrison 
Bowen, John Busey, Nancy Busey. 


George W. Kring in 1866 commenced the manufacture 
of a cultivator and later a corn-planter —both being his 
own invention. 


John W. Woods, who may be said to have made a life 
business of hotel and restaurant management, first saw 
the light of day in the Central Hotel at Fairbury, while it 
was under his father's management. When he was four 
years old, his family removed to a farm in the vicinity of 
the old Fry School, near Indian Grove. There he attended 
school and helped about the work of the farm by turns. 
In 1889 he accepted a position in the hotel at Fairbury. 
In 1890 he entered the public school at Fairbury, from 
which he was graduated with the class of 1896, under 
Professor Richardson, in his last year doing the 

eleventh and twelfth grade work in one year. 


July 27, 1897, he formed a partnership with James 
Turner in the restaurant business, which he has 
successfully conducted for three years and three months, 
when he sold his interest, the concern passing to the 
ownership of Brown & Kring. 


January 26, 1901, he entered the restaurant business 
independently, opening a fine establishment on West 
Locust Street, which be conducted successfully until 
May 14, 1907, then selling it. 


John Kring Senior's Children 


In the following chapters, we will examine the lives of each of the 
children of John Kring Sr. and Rachel Smith. 


CHAPTER 4 


George Washington Kring (1826-1897) 


G.W. Kring was born on May 27, 1826, in Miami County, Ohio. He 
married Anna Delilah Sype in 1848, in Miami County, Ohio. 


According to G.W. Kring's obituary, they had four children. John M. 
and Rachel K. died young in 1854. Two girls, Mary E. Kring (1850- 
1948) and Emma J. Kring (1855-1879) lived to be adults. 


Mary E. Kring (1850-1948) 


Mary E. Kring of Fairbury married Pontiac attorney Oscar F. Avery 
(1841-1924) in 1869. They had two children. 


Mary E. Avery (1882-1965) married David Littlejohn (1880-1942). 
Kitty Avery was born in 1870 and her death date is unknown. 


The 1878 history book has a biography for Oscar F. Avery and it is 
shown below. 


O. F. AVERY, attorney at law, and Deputy County 
Clerk; was born in Hillsdale Co., Mich., Nov. 19, 1841; 
after receiving a high school education at the Jonesville 
Union School, he entered Hillsdale College, Michigan, 
remaining until 1861. He then entered the 11th Mich. 
Infantry, as a private, and was made a non- 
commissioned officer of Co. B; served in the Army of 
the Cumberland, taking part in the battles of Stone River 
and Chickamauga, and was wounded at the latter place; 
he was then detailed in the Michigan Military Agency at 
Nashville, and returned with his regiment in 1864; 
returning soon afterward to Nashville, he entered the 
government employ, and while there, took command of 


a company of volunteers to defend Johnsonville, Tenn., 
which was threatened by Gen. Forrest's army; he 
afterward took charge of the Quartermaster's Department 
of the 40th U. S. Colored Infantry, and remained with 
them until Nov., 1865. 


He came to Livingston Co. in 1866, and taught seven 
years in the schools at Fairbury, five years as Principal; 
in 1872, he became Principal of the High School at 
Burlingame, Kan., remaining two years, during which 
time he was admitted to the bar; on his return to 
Fairbury, he taught one year as Principal, and was then 
admitted to the bar of Illinois, and commenced practice. 
In 1877, he was the Republican candidate for County 
Superintendent of Schools, and though defeated, carried 
his own township by a majority of 374 out of a total vote 
of 550; he was appointed Deputy County Clerk the same 
Fall. He was married April 22, 1869, to Miss Mary E 
Kring, of Fairbury; they have one child—Kittie M. 


Emma J. Kring (1855-1879) 


Emma J. Kring married Melvin C. Shepard (1853-1924). They had 
one child, Claude George Shepard (1877-1931). 


Civil War 


According to Ancestry.com, G.W. Kring registered for the Civil 
War, but never actually served. 


Obituary for George W. Kring 
July 16, 1897, Blade 
George W. Kring. 


George W. Kring, a well known and highly respected 
citizen of Fairbury, was found dead Saturday morning at 
his place of residence, having died sometime during the 
night. He occupied a room above his blacksmith shop 
just south of the railroad on South Second street and had 
gone home from supper at the home of his brother, John 
Kring, about 8 o'clock Friday evening. On Saturday 
morning about 7 o'clock David Somers went to his shop 
and found the door locked, which was unusual, he being 
habitually an early riser. Mr. Somers then called to Mr. 
Kring and receiving no answer, told L.W. Kring, a 
nephew of the deceased who has the foundry close by, 
that he thought something was wrong. The two then 
investigated and Mr. Somers got up in the window and 
discovered the dead body, which lay at the head of the 
stairs, with one foot hanging over the first step. Life had 
evidently been extinct for some hours. It was a warm 
night and the walk from the northeast part of town, 
where his brother lives, had probably been too much for 
him. He was old and quite feeble and his hold on life had 
evidently not been very strong. 


The remains were moved to the home of John Kring. 
Coroner Snyder was summoned from Saunemin and an 
inquest was held during the afternoon. The jury, 
consisted of H.S. Eckhart, Chas. Crowe, James 
Blakesley, George Goshorn. The evidence was 
substantially as above stated and the jury brought in a 
verdict that deceased came to his death by "over- 
exertion, unhealthy place of sleeping and hot weather." 
The funeral took place from the residence of John Kring 
on Sunday morning as 10 o'clock, Rev. Wilson 
conducting the services. 


George W. Kring was born in Miami county, Ohio, May 
21, 1826. He resided there until 1856, when he removed 
to Illinois and settle in Indian Grove township, where he 
engaged in farming. He was married in 1848, while still 
in Ohio, to Miss Ann D. Sype. They had four children. 
Rachel E. and John M. died in 1854. Emma J. was the 
wife of M. Shepherd and is dead. Mary E. is the wife of 
Hon. O. F. Avery, of Pontiac. 


Mr. Kring was of a mechanical turn of mind and in 1866 
he commenced the manufacture of agricultural 
implements in Fairbury. He was the inventor and 
manufacturer of a sulky plow which was a fine farm 
implement but he never carried on the manufacture on a 
large scale. He is said to have been the actual inventor of 
the checkrower for corn planters, but failed to take out a 
patent on the really valuable part of the invention, the 
checkrope itself. He was undoubtedly an inventor of 
much ingenuity and his inventions did not lack practical 
utility, but he was not a businessman and got little profit 
from them. He was known to most people in this part of 
the state and had many friends. 


Error in Blade Obituary 
The Blade obituary has an error in the following sentence. 


Mr. Somers then called to Mr. Kring and receiving no 
answer, told L.W. Kring, a nephew of the deceased who 
has the foundry close by, that he thought something was 
wrong. 


The owner and operator of the foundry was Lafayette Washington 
Kring, or L.W. Kring. He was a brother, not a nephew of George 
Kring. 


Pantagraph Obituary 
His obituary also appeared in the July 12, 1897, Pantagraph. 
Death of George Kring 


Fairbury, July 11.—[Special.] —The funeral of George 
Kring took place today at 10 a. m. from the residence of 
his brother, John Kring. Rev. Wilson, of the M. E. 
church officiated. The members of Tarbolton Lodge, A. 
F. & A. M., of which deceased was a member, attended 
the body. Mr. Kring was 71 years old, was a pioneer 
settler and was well known throughout this section. He 
was quite a genius and invented a number of articles 
used by farmers, the principal one of which was a riding 
cultivator. His death came suddenly Friday night, and it 
is supposed was caused by heat, as he was found in his 
room Saturday morning dead, while he was in his usual 
health Friday night. 


Blade Obituary for Mrs. George Kring 


March 31, 1922 
Fairbury Blade 
Former Resident Dies At Pontiac 


Mrs. Anne Delilah Kring, who for many years resided in 
Fairbury, passed away at her home in Pontiac last Friday 
evening at the age of 91 years, 9 months, and 10 days. 
Mrs. Kring's death was the result of a fall she received 
about two weeks ago, at which time she dislocated her 
hip. 


Mrs. Kring was the last charter member of the Fairbury 
Methodist church, being a resident of this city at the time 
the Methodist church here was organized. For 66 years 
she had been a resident of Livingston county. 


Anne Delilah Sype was born June 14, 1830, in Warren 
County, Ohio. She was the daughter of Melancthon and 
Mary Sype. She was educated in the rural schools near 
Troy, Ohio. She was united in marriage to George W. 
Kring at Troy, Ohio, in 1848, and in 1856 they came to 
Illinois, settling on a farm near Fairbury. Later they 
became residents of Fairbury, her husband, George 
Kring, conducting a blacksmith shop where the Phelps 
garage now is. They moved to Pontiac 30 years ago. 


She leaves by her death her daughter, Mrs. O. F. Avery, 
of Pontiac, and her grandson, Claude Shepherd, also of 
that city. She is survived also by a sister, Mrs. George 
Lynn, and a brother, William Sype, both of Fairbury. 
Her husband preceded her in death in 1898. 


Funeral services were held from the chapel in the 
undertaking rooms of Ira A. Erwin, in Pontiac, at 2 


o'clock Monday afternoon. The services were conducted 
by Rev. J. H. Ryan. The body has been placed in the 
mausoleum temporarily. Later it will be conveyed to the 
Fairbury cemetery for burial. 


George W. Kring's U.S. Patents 


A search of U.S. patent records found that George W. Kring was 
granted two U.S. Patents. Copies are shown on the following pages. 


Patent for Improvement in Cultivators 


Mnited 


States Patent 


~ 7 
Office. $2 
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GEORGE W. KRING, OF FAIRBURY, ILLINOIS. 
Letters Patent No. 85,675, dated January 5, 1869. 


IMPROVEMENT IN CULTIVATORS. 
a 


“The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same. 
= +r 


To all whom-it may concern: 

.Be it known that I, GEORGE W. KRING, of Fair- 
bury, in the county of Livingston, and State-of Ilinois, 
have invented a new and valuable Inprovement in Cul- 
tivators; and I do hereby declare that the following is a 
fall, clear, and exact description of the constriction and 
operation of the same, reference being had fò the an- 
nexed drawings, making a partof this specification, and 
to the letters and figures of reference marked thereon. 

‘Figure 1, of the drawings, is a representation of a 
plan view of my cultivator, and 

Figure 2 is a sectional view thereof. 

My invention relates to that class of cultivators in 
which the position of the plows isregulated by the hands 
and feet of the driver, and the object is to provide bet- 
ter means than have heretofore been employed to ac- 
complish the end in view. f 

My invention also provides for moving a part of the 
plows, while the others remain stationary. 

My cultivator is in the usual sulky-form, of which 
letter A are the wheels; but, instead of an ordinary 
axle-tree, I attach the wheels to the frame by means 
of arms, B, that extend from the sides of the frame 
downward to the hubs, and which respectively furnish 
bearings for the pins that pass through the wheel-hubs, 
and become substitutes for an axle-tree. 

Letters O are the'sides of the frame. 

Latter D is the front cross-bar, and 

E is the rear bar, which also serves for the drivers 
seat. 

The letter F is the neap of the sulky, and 

Létters G are braces connected therewith, in the 
manner represented. on- the drawings. 

Letter H, a cross-bar, extending across the rear ends 
of braces G, and connecting the same. 

Letters æ are the two outside plows, connected re- 
spectively, by their beamsc, with the braces of the neap 
in the manner shown. 

Letters d are the two inside plows, adjusted, as shown, 
by their beams, to the cross-bar H. 

These two inside plows are connected together by 
means of the-angular brace h, and they are connected 


with the front cross-bar D by means of the rods o, as 
represénted. ‘These rods pass through the front cross- 
bar, but are not fastened therein closely. 

Letters s are elbow-levers, attached, in the manner 
shown, to the beams of the outside plows, the lower 
ends of which are united with the inside plows respect- 
ively by means of the rods v. . 

Letters w are the pivotal bolts upon which the le- 
vers s are operated. 

The letter P is the lifting-lever of the cultivator, so 
constructed as to serve the purposes of a lifter, a stop, 
and a spring. It is formed of one bar, the left-hand 
end of which (from the driver’s seat) is bent downward 
and outward, and rests under the left-hand side-piece 
of the outer frame, in the form of a handle of a crank. 
It passes through the neap-braces, to the side of which 
it is first bent upward, theri downward, and passes un- 
der the right-hand side-piece in the. manner and form 
represented, on the drawings. 

The extreme upright part of tifis lever serves as a 
handle for the driver’s use, the descending portion of 
which, pressing against the inside of the side-piece 
serves as a spring, while each extreme -handle-sha) 
end serves as a stop to aid the operator in forcing the 
plows into the ground. 

The driver upon his seat may have his feet upon the 
rods v, or upon the upper angle of elbow-levers s, by 
means of which he can move the inside plows to the 
right or left, at will. 

The lifting-lever P is operated by the drivers hand. 

What I claim as my invention, and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent, is— 

A cultivator, having lifting-lever P, elbow-levers s, 
and rods v and o, when constructed and operating sub- 
stantially as herein specified. 

In testimony that I claim the above, I have here- 
unto subscribed my name, in the presence of two wit- 


GEORGE W. KRING. 
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Patent for Improvement in Check-Row Attachments for Corn 
Planters 


UN ITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 


GEORGE W. KRING, OF FAIRBURY, ILLINOIS. 


IMPROVEMENT IN CHECK-ROW ATTACHMENTS FOR CORN-PLANTERS. 


Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 173,650, dated February 15, 1876; application filed 
December 5, 1874. 


To all whom it may concern : 
Be it known that I, Gkorce W. KRING, of 


F, for the passage of the latter through it with 
its knots, and a curved guard or wall, i, on its 


Fairbury, in the County of Livingston and | outer edge, to hold the cord within the notches 


in the State of Illinois, have invented an Im- 
provement in Check-Row Attachment to Corn- 
Planters; and do hereby declare that the fol- 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, reference being had to the anuexed 
drawings, making a part of this specification, 
in which like letters of reference refer to like 
parts, and in which— 

Figure 1 represents a plan view of corn- 
planter and check-row attachment in opera- 
tion; Fig. 2, a view of the under side of the 
revolving plate E ; Fig. 3, a rear elevation of 
check-row attachment; Fig. 4, a vertical sec- 
tion of same along dotted line b b, b b, Fig. 1, 
as to wheel and platform only; Fig. 5, a ver- 
tical cross-section on liue a a, a a, Fig. 1. 

This invention consists of a horizontal revolv- 
ing cam-plate, having a noteh at each corner 
to receive the knotted rope, and attached on 
one side.of the machine, in combination with 
a guide and pivotal lever arranged to con- 
nect with the cut-off bar, the whole con- 
structed and arranged to mark the rows for 
the corn, as will be hereinafter more fully ex- 
plained, 

In the drawings, A A represent the seed- 
boxes ; H, their lower connecting-bar, and k, 
the upper one, upon which this attachment is 
seated at the outer end, It consists of a hori- 
zontal platform, D, having a guide, h, on a 
level with the surface, perforated in a line 
parallel with the runners m and with the cord 


of the arms f of the wheel E. In a recess on 
said platform D is pivoted the short lever O, 
(at n,) having a short vertical pin,d,on the sur- 
tace of its shorter arm, beneath the wheel E, 
and which works within the figure-8-shaped 
groove g on the under side of said wheel.. The 
wheel EB is pivoted, at e, in a line with pin d, 
and the connecting-bar H k, and (besides said 
groove g) is provided with four or more arms, 
notched at the points fto admit the rope F as 
the machine advances parallel therewith, the 
knots of which, striking the arms f, rotate said 
wheel E, which thus oscillates the lever ©, 
rod b, lever a, and cut-off bar B of the seed- 
boxes. 

What I claim as my inveution is— 

The horizontal revolving cam-plate E, bav- 
ing notched corners f to receive the knotted 
rope attached to plate D on oneside of the ma- 
chine, in combination with the guide h, guard 
i, pivotal lever C, rod b, pivotal lever a, and 
seed-slide B, constructed and arranged to 
operate in the manner and for the purposes 
set forth, 

In testimony that I claim the. foregoing 
check-row attachment to corn-planters, I have 
hereunto set my hand this 24th day of Novem- 
ber, A. D. 1874. 


GEORGE W. KRING. ` 
Witnesses: 
©. P. CULTER, 
G. H, KETTELLE. 


'G. W. KRING. 
CHECK-ROW ATTACHMENT FOR CORN-PLANTERS. 
No. 173,650. Patented Feb. 15, 1676. 
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Fairbury a Hub of Corn Planter Invention 


In addition to George W. Kring, Levi Judson Odell (1855-1919) was 
another Fairbury inventor. Odell received a patent in 1885 for corn 
check-row planters. Odell also manufactured his planters in 
Fairbury. 


George W. Kring's Blacksmith Shop Location 


In his 1897 obituary above, it mentions his blacksmith shop is near 
his brother's foundry. 


The Sanborn Insurance company made maps of Fairbury in five 
different years. These were 1885, 1892, 1898, 1906, and 1911. 


The 1885 Sanborn Insurance map shows the location of the Fairbury 
Foundry. The upper part of the drawing below is the railroad tracks, 
and the North direction is upwards. 
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The 1892 Sanborn map also shows the foundry location. 


The 1898 Sanborn map also shows the foundry location. Note that a 
blacksmith shop is also noted [it is abbreviated as Bl. Sm.]. 
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The 1906 Sanborn map also shows the foundry location. 


The 1911 Sanborn map also shows the foundry location. The 
foundry is no longer noted on this map. The blacksmith shop is 
noted. A automobile repair shop now sits about where the foundry 
building was. 
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CHAPTER 5 


Henry Kring (1828-1900) 


Henry Kring first married Ann Marie Bowen (1839-1862). They had 
three children. 


John F. Kring (1857-unknown). 
James M. Kring (1858-unknown). 
Charles E. Kring (1860-unknown). 


After his first wife died, he married Jane (maiden name unknown). 
She was born in 1834 in Iowa. They had three children. 


William Ross Kring (1862-unknown). 
Rachel I. Kring (1866-unknown). 
George H. Kring (1877-unknown). 


Lack of Detailed Obituary for Henry Kring 


At some point, Henry Kring moved from Fairbury to Kearney, 
Nebraska. He died in Kearney, Nebraska. The Fairbury Blade just 
published a short death notice for him on May 4, 1900. 


Henry Kring Dead 


Word was received this morning by John Kring of this 
city that his brother Henry King, of Kearney, Neb., 
formerly of this city, was dead. The deceased will be 
remembered by many of the older residents of Fairbury 
and vicinity. 


The Kearney newspaper published a short death notice on April 30, 
1900. 


—Henry Kring, who lived at Twenty-fourth street and 
Avenue H, died Friday. Funeral services were held at the 
family residence Sunday afternoon by Rev. D. D. 
Forsyth. 


The Kearney newspaper also published a thank you note from the 
children of Henry Kring. 


Card of Thanks 


We sincerely thank our friends and neighbors for their 
kindness to us in our late affliction in the loss of our 
husband and father, Henry Kring. 


Anna M. Kring 
George Kring 
Ethel Kring 
Clyde Kring 


It is unknown if Anna M. Kring was Henry Kring's 3rd wife, or a 
daughter. George Kring is shown as a son on Ancestry.com. Ethel 
Kring and Clyde Kring are not shown as children on Ancestry.com. 


Unable to attend funeral 
Last Friday evening J. F. Kring received the sad news 
that his father, Henry Kring, of Kearney, Nebraska, was 
dead, but the way the trains run he could not get there in 
time for the burial. Mr. Kring has the sympathy of his 
many friends in his sad bereavement, the loss of a dear 
father. 
John F. Kring was Henry Kring's oldest child and his mother was 
Ann Marie Bowen (1839-1862). He was living in Kansas when his 
father Henry Kring died. 
1878 History Book 


There is a listing for Henry Kring in this book. 


Taxpayers of Livingston County: 


Kring, Henry, far.; P. O. Fairbury. 


CHAPTER 6 
Elizabeth Kring (1830-1909) 


She married William Lambert (1813-1861). She and her family 
remained in Indiana. She died in Indiana. 


CHAPTER 7 
Philip Kring (1832-1853) 


He died at 21 years of age on December 7, 1853, in Miami County, 
Ohio. He is buried in that county. His cause of death is unknown. 


CHAPTER 8 
Christian Kring (1834-1880) 


He married Julia Ann Gerber (1838-1918). They had three children. 
Edith Elsira Kring (1859-1919). 

Hattie M. Kring (1864-1938). 

Millie Myrtle Kring (1873-1935). 


He and his family remained in Indiana. He died in Indiana. 


CHAPTER 9 
John Kring Jr. (1839-1873) 


John Kring Jr. was born on July 26, 1839, in Troy, Ohio. In 1856, he 
came with his father to the Fairbury area. In the 1860 U.S. Census, 
he is shown as living with his parents in Indian Grove Township. 


On August 7, 1861, he enlisted in Company K of the 3rd Cavalry 
regiment. It was just 12 days after his 22nd birthday. He served until 
September 5, 1864. 


The February 9, 1912, Blade, had a photograph of John Kring Jr. in 
his Civil War uniform. 


3rd Cavalry Company K 


The second largest unit containing Fairbury area people was the 3rd 
Cavalry Company K. Approximately 90 men of the 301 Fairbury 
men who served in the Civil War were in Company K. So, 
Company K had 30% of the Fairbury people who fought in the Civil 
War. 


The most thorough description of the service record of the 3rd 
Cavalry was found in the 1878 history book. Since this book was 
published just 13 years after the Civil War ended, it is assumed to be 
relatively accurate. 


The service record from the 1878 history book is shown as follows. 


THIRD CAVALRY. 


The Third Regiment of Cavalry was organized at Camp 
Butler, Ill., by Col. E. A. Carr, in August, 18161. The 
regiment moved to St. Louis, Mo., Sept.25th. Oct. Ist, 
moved up the Missouri River, to Jefferson City, and 
thence marched to Warsaw, arriving Oct. 11th. On 23d, 
marched toward Springfield, Mo., in Col. Carr's Brigade, 
Brig. Gen. Asboth's Division. 


On Nov. 2d, Gen. Hunter took command of the army. 
Nov. 13th, the First and Second Battalions moved, with 
the army, on Rolla, Mo.. The Third Battalion, Maj. 
Ruggles commanding, remained with Sigel's Division, 
and was the last to leave Springfield. Arriving at Rolla 
Nov 19th, the regiment remained until Dec. 29th when it 
moved in the advance of Gen. Curtis’ army, for the 
Southwest. 


On Feb. 11th, the regiment, in Carr's Division moved to 
Marshfield; and on 13th, to near Springfield, where the 
Third Cavalry fought the first engagement and won the 
first victory of Curtis’ campaign. On Feb. 14, 1862, 


occupied Springfield, Mo. On the 15th, came up with 
Price's retreating army at Crane Creek, capturing some 
prisoners. On 18th, at Sugar Creek, Ark., the Third 
Battalion participated in a cavalry charge, routing the 
enemy. On 20th, the Second Battalion marched to Cross 
Hollows, and, on March Sth, fell back to Pea Ridge. On 
the 6th, the First and Third Battalions marched with Col. 
Vandever's Brigade, from Huntsville, forty-eight miles. 
On the 7th, the First and Third Battalions in Dodge's 
Brigade, and the Second, in Vandever's were engaged all 
day, losing 10 killed and 40 wounded. March 19th 
moved to Keetsville, Lieut. Col. McCrillis and Maj. 
Hubbard arrived and went on duty. April 10th, arrived at 
Forsyth. On 29th, moved to West Plains; and on May 
Ist, started for Batesville, arriving on 3d. 


On May 14th, 1862, moved to Little Red River. On 25th, 
in crossing White River, Capt. McClelland and 5 men 
were drowned. On June 4th, the regiment fell back to 
Fairview. On 7th, Capt. Sparks, with 66 men, was 
surrounded by 300 of the enemy's cavalry, and cut his 
way out, losing 4 wounded and 4 prisoners. Returned to 
Batesville on the 11th. 


June 11th, marched to Jacksonport. July Sth, moved, 
with the army, for Helena, where it arrived on the 15th, 
and went into camp. During the stay at this point, 
detachments of the regiment were sent on scouts and 
expeditions to different places, including Capt 
Kirkbridge's raid to St. Francis River, and five 
companies with Gen. Hovey's raid to Grenada, Miss. 
Dec. 23d, 1862, six companies, B, C, D, H, I and L, 
Capt. Kirkbridge commanding, embarked for Vicksburg, 
under Major Gen. W. T. Sherman. Companies E and G 
were on duty with Gen. Carr, at St. Louis. Companies A, 
K, F, and M, Capt. Carnahan commanding, reported to 
Brig. Gen. Steele, at the mouth of the Yazoo River. 


At Chickasaw Bayou, the regiment was detailed as 
pickets and escorts for Commanding Generals, and did 
good service in the disastrous attack on Vicksburg, 
Companies A, K, L, and M being the last to embark after 
the battle. 


In the Spring of 1863, Col. McCrillis, with a battalion, 
moved to Memphis, leaving Company L as escort to 
Maj. Gen. McClernand; and Capt. Carnahan, with 
Companies A. G, K and E, with Brig. Gen. P. J. 
Osterhaus and the Thirteenth Corps. This battalion took 
part in the battle of Port Gibson, Champion Hills, Black 
River Bridge, and the siege of Vicksburg, Aug. 16, 1863, 
reporting to Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, was assigned to 
Brig. Gen. Lee's Cavalry Division, and took part in the 
Western Louisiana campaign, and at Vermilionville, 
Opelousas, and Carrion Crow Bayou. 


In December, 1864, Maj. O'Connor took command of 
the battalion, and it moved to Port Hudson, and thence to 
Memphis, Tenn., rejoining the regiment. The regiment 
had, meantime, participated in the battles of Tupelo, 
Okolona, and Guntown, Miss. 


During the month of July, a huge portion of the regiment 
re-enlisted as veterans. The non-veterans, under Maj. 
O'Connor, were stationed, as a garrison, at Germantown, 
Tenn. 


In July, 1864, a portion of the regiment, Capt. Carrahan 
commanding, went on a scout through Western 
Kentucky. Aug, 21st, the regiment took part in repulsing 
Gen. N. B. Forrest, in his attack on Memphis. Aug. 24th, 
the non-veterans having been mustered out, the veterans 
were consolidated into a battalion of six companies. and 
Capt. Carnahan promoted to Lieutenant Colonel. On 
Sept. 27th, left Memphis. Crossed the Tennessee, at 
Clifton, and confronted Hood's army. Fell back, 
skirmishing, and took part in the battles of 


Lawrenceburg, Spring Hill, Campbellsville and Franklin. 
On Dec. 15th, in First Brigade, Fifth Division, Brig. 
Gen. Hatch commanding, was on the right of the army 
when it turned the enemy's left, and was first in the 
enemy's works. In January, 1865, the enemy having been 
driven across the Tennessee, the cavalry, under Gen. 
Wilson, camped at Gravelly Springs, Ala., and in 
February, moved to Eastport. 


In May, moved to St. Louis, Mo.. and thence to St. Paul, 
Minn., reporting to Maj. Gen. Curtis. On July 4th, 
started on an Indian expedition, over the plains of 
Minnesota and Dakota, north to the British lines, south 
and west to Devil's Lake and Fort Berthold, and returned 
to Fort Snelling Oct. 1st. 


Arrived at Springfield, Ill., Oct. 13th, 1865, and was 
mustered out of service. 


Travel Route of 3rd Cavalry Company K 


This company had an unusual travel route during the Civil War. 
Near the end of the war, they were sent up to Minnesota. When the 
war ended, they traveled from Minnesota back to Springfield, 


Illinois, to muster out. 


3rd Cavalry Company K Civil War Travel Route 
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Return to Fairbury 


After his Civil War service, he returned to Fairbury. In 1865, he 
married Mary Pittman (1844-1928) from Ohio. They had six 
children. 


William Logan Kring (1865-1958). 
Edward N. Kring (1866-1943). 
Jennie Kring (1867-unknown). 

Ora J. Kring (1868-1938). 
Reginald A. Kring (1870-1956). 
Rachel Ann Kring (1874-1975). 


The obituary for John Kring Jr. appeared in the April 20, 1923, 
Blade and a copy is shown below. 


April 20, 1923 
Fairbury Blade 


JOHN KRING, A RESIDENT HERE FOR 67 
YEARS DEAD 


John Kring, who for 67 years had been a resident of 
Fairbury, passed away at his home on East Locust street, 
Monday evening about three o'clock, at the age of 83 
years, 8 months, and 20 days. 


The deceased was probably the last of those who had 
seen Fairbury grow from a patch of plain prairie land 
and swamps into the little city it now is. Born in Troy, 
Ohio, July 26, 1838, he came with his parents to where 
Fairbury now stands and settled on a farm where Kring 
Bros.' greenhouses are now located. The trip from Ohio 
was made with oxen, Mr. Kring driving two pair and his 
father two pair. They were three weeks in making the 
trip. There were no houses here at that time and Pontiac 
was the nearest town. Mr. Kring's father and his sons 


built their original home from lumber hewn by 
themselves from the timber near Avoca. The country 
was unbroken and deer, prairie chicken and other wild 
game was plentiful, while wolves roamed the timber and 
prairie land at will. 


Tiling was practically unknown and much of the land 
here was swamp. On February 13 last, Mr. and Mrs. 
Kring celebrated their 58th wedding anniversary and 
speaking of it The Blade contained a short sketch of Mr. 
Kring's life, which we reprint in part as follows; "Mr. 
Kring tells a story of a trip he took with his father to the 
city of Chicago. The elder Kring had one of the old- 
fashioned carriages which had cost him $600. They 
made the trip to Chicago in it, and while there Mr. Kring 
was offered 160 acres of land in trade for the vehicle. As 
the land was under water, Mr. Kring decided he 
preferred the prairie of Livingston county. That 160 
acres now constitutes much of down-town Chicago, and 
is worth many millions of dollars. Mr. Kring assisted in 
building the T.P. & W. railroad through Fairbury. Before 
it was built he often walked to Chenoa, about ten miles, 
to mail letters. They drove to Pontiac to get flour and to 
Lexington to sell wheat." When the Civil War broke out 
Mr. Kring enlisted with the Union forces and served 
throughout the war with Co. K, 3rd III. Cavalry. 


On February 13, 1865, at Thorntown, Ind., Mr. Kring 
was united in marriage to Miss Mary Pittman and they 
came to Fairbury to make their home and have since 
resided here. Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Kring, all of whom, together with Mrs. Kring, are living. 
They are W. Logan and Edward N., of this city; R. A. 
Kring, of Peoria; Mrs. A. C. Barker, of El Paso; and 
Mrs. Loren Smith, of Cushing, Okla. There also survive 
twenty grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. 


During his 67 years of residence here Mr. Kring had so 
lived that he held the respect of all. In the home he was a 


kind and loving father and husband and as a citizen he 
always stood for those things that were best for the 
community. 


The funeral services were held on Wednesday morning 
at 10 o'clock at his late home and were conducted by 
Rev. D. F. Wilson. Interment was in Graceland 
cemetery. 


John Kring's Photo from His Blade Obituary 


Mrs. John Kring Junior's Blade Obituary 
June 22, 1928 
Fairbury Blade 
Mrs. John Kring 


Mary Eliza Pittman, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Pittman, was born in Franklin, Warren County, Ohio, 
September 29, 1844, and passed away at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. A. C. Barker, in El Paso, June 15, 1928, 
aged 83 years, 8 months, and 17 days. 


When she was ten years of age she moved with her 
parents to Thornton, Ind., where she grew to 
womanhood and received her education in the schools of 
that city. 


She was married February 13, 1865, to John Kring, of 
Fairbury. They came immediately to Fairbury, which 
had since been their home. Five children were born to 
this union, all of whom are living. They are; W. Logan 
and Edward N., of this city; R. A. Kring of Peoria; Mrs. 
A. C. Barker, of El Paso, and Mrs. Loren Smith, of 
Cushing, Okla. All of the children were present at the 
services except Mrs. Smith, who was unable to attend. 
Mrs. King's husband preceded her in death April 16, 
1923. 


During her residence here she so lived that she was held 
in high esteem by all those with whom she came into 
contact. She was ever a kind and loving mother, willing 
to do all she could to be of help in any way. 


Funeral services were held Saturday afternoon at three 
o'clock from the M. E. church in this city, of which she 
had been a lifelong member. The Rev. J. V. Kennedy 
officiated, using as his theme, "Beautiful Isle of 


Somewhere," Mrs. Kring's favorite song. Interment in 
Graceland cemetery. 


Those attending the funeral from out of town were Mr. 
and Mrs. George Miller, N. B. Fleming, Chicago; Mr. 
and Mrs. Howard Pittman, Kankakee; Mr. and Mrs. Dan 
Calmer, Mrs. Will Hillyer, Peoria; Mrs. O. F. Avery, 
Pontiac; Mrs. Newkirk, El Paso, and Mrs. Rachel Baden, 
Atlanta, Ind. 


John Kring Junior's Children 


Now we will review the lives of each of John Kring Junior's 
children. 


William Logan Kring (1865-1958) 


He was born on November 22, 1865, in Fairbury. He married Mani 
Gregg (1872-1945) from Hopeville, Iowa, on September 6, 1893. 
They had two children. 


Mona V. Kring (1895-1967). 
Evylyn Verle Kring (1899-2000). 


Mrs. William Logan Kring died on February 22, 1943. Her obituary 
appeared in the February 26, 1943, Blade, and a copy is shown 
below. 


February 26, 1943 
Fairbury Blade 
Mrs. W. Logan Kring 


Manie Gregg was a daughter of Cyrus and Rebecca 
(Armstrong) Gregg, and was born in Clark county, Iowa, 
September 22, 1872. She was aged 72 years and 5 
months. 


At an early age she came to Illinois with other members 
of the family and located near Chatsworth. The family a 
few years later moved to Fairbury, which has since been 
her home. Here she attended the Fairbury schools and 
later taught in the schools of this vicinity. 


On Wednesday, September 6, 1893, at the home of her 
parents, Miss Gregg was united in marriage to William 
Logan Kring. They went to housekeeping on the same 


site where she passed away. Surviving are Mr. Kring and 
two daughters, Mrs. W. R. Baker, of Menomonee, Wis., 
and Mrs. C. R. Voris, of this city. Two brothers, Leslie 
Gregg, of Gary, Ind., and Orville Gregg, of Elgin, and 
three grandchildren, Virginia and Nancy Ann Baker and 
David Voris, also survive. 


Mrs. Kring was affiliated with numerous local groups, 
being a member of the O. E. S., a past noble grand of 
Charity Home Rebekah lodge, an active member of the 
Shakespeare club and past president of the Woman's 
club. She held membership in the Methodist church and 
was a deeply religious woman. Generous of her time and 
means, she was a factor for good wherever she turned 
her interests. She took pride in being the granddaughter 
of a Methodist circuit rider of pioneer days. 


Of great concern to Mrs. Kring was her family and her 
home. Her affection for her dear ones was manifested 
daily. Next to her home Mrs. Kring's greatest activity 
was in her church. Prominent in every division of church 
work, the Woman's Home Missionary society, which she 
was instrumental in founding, was a project in which she 
was a motivating power. She organized the Queen 
Esther society and led the teen-age girls through all the 
years, giving them a firm foundation in missionary 
training. 


Heading the local W. H. M. S. she became president of 
the Kankakee district and her efficiency was later 
recognized when she was made president of the W. H. 
M. S. of the Central Illinois conference, and as such 
twice represented the group at the national meeting. She 
was probably as widely known and as highly appreciated 
as any woman in the conference. 


Although active in this wider scope Mrs. Kring 
maintained a definite interest in her own community, 
especially as it concerned the welfare of youth. She not 


only saw the needs of others, she did something about 
them. Sympathizing with those in sorrow, she was 
equally quick to rejoice in the pleasure which good 
fortune brought to others. A thoughtful kind neighbor 
and a sincere friend, she ever overtaxed her weakening 
strength in the interest of those in need. Of her it can 
truly be said, "She hath done what she could." 


Funeral services were held at the Methodist church 
Wednesday afternoon at 2:30 o'clock, the Rev. L. R. 
Tagg officiating. Interment was in Graceland cemetery. 


The pallbearers were Elmer Baily, Marshall Gordon, 
Keith Anderson, P. M. Hotaling, Roscoe Combes and 
Walter Henning. 


Those from away attending the services were Mrs. 
William R. Baker, Menomonee, Wis.; Mr. and Mrs. J. L. 
Gregg and children, Gary, Ind.; Orville Gregg, Elgin; 
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Morrison, La Fayette, Ind.; Mr. and 
Mrs. Orville Tuttle, Mr. and Mrs. Alva Carter, Mrs. Don 
Morrison, Mrs. J. J. Herr, Mrs. T. Ives, Pontiac; Mrs. 
Myrtle Clark, of Kankakee; Mr. and Mrs. James 
Goodrich, Bloomington; Mrs. Ruby Newkirk, Mary, 
Harry, and Leo Barker, El Paso; Mrs. Harriet Williams, 
of Rock Island; Dell Kring, Peoria; Mr. and Mrs. Gust 
Kotzias, Mrs. R. E. Buford, Pekin; Mrs. R. E. Jones, Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 


William Logan Kring died on April 8, 1958. The Blade published a 
very short obituary on April 10, 1958, and a copy is shown below. 


W. L. Kring, 92, Dies Yesterday 


W. L. Kring, 92, died at 7:35 am. Wednesday. The 
Cook Funeral home is in charge of arrangements, which 
are incomplete. 


A life-long Fairburian, Mr. Kring observed his ninety- 
second birthday Nov. 23. 


Two daughters, Mrs. C. R. Voris, Fairbury, and Mrs. 
Mona Baker, Menomonee, Wis., survive. 


Greenhouse 


William Logan Kring operated a large greenhouse complex in 
Fairbury with his brother, Edward N. Kring (1866-1943). 


The Sanborn Insurance company made maps of Fairbury in five 
different years. These were 1885, 1892, 1898, 1906, and 1911. 


The Kring greenhouse complex first shows up in the 1906 Sanborn 
map. 


oTrporatiory 


HICKORY (70'wive) 


This greenhouse complex is also shown on the 1911 Sanborn 
insurance maps. 
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An undated photo from the Blade shows the Kring greenhouse 
complex. 


At one time, three of the largest greenhouses in central Illinois were located in 
Fairbury. The Kring brothers, W. L. and E. N., ended 47 years of partnership in July 
1942 and closed the greenhouse complex shown in this photo 'The 8214+foot brick 
smokestack was built in 1908. It was struck three times by. lightning between 1908 
and 1942. The Kring plant included four 150 by 20-foot houses, three 300 by 30-foot 
buildings, a boiler room and garage. “I guess the only really unusual plant we ever 
had here was the lemon tree,” Logan Kring once recalled. “I guess the most lemons 
we ever took off it in one year was 38, but it usually had around two dozen. They were 
really sweet, and boy, what a swell lemon pie they made.” 


To get a better idea of where the Kring greenhouse complex was 
located with respect to 2018 landmarks, the 1911 Sanborn map was 
over-laid on top of a modern Google Map image of that area. The 
color yellow was used to show the 1911 buildings, houses, and street 
locations. 


The 1911 Sanborn map matches the 2018 Google Map image pretty 
closely. One can see a slight bit of error with respect to the exact 
location of the Beach house on Hickory Street. 
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Kring Greenhouse Sales Ledger 
The Fairbury Echoes Museum has the sales ledger for the Kring 
Greenhouse. This sales ledger is only for sales of flowers for 


funerals. It is arranged in alphabetical order. 


The title page is shown below. 


Record 
Lomp: led by 


Logan Kring 
frou record s 
of Kring Bros. 


Florists 


1905-1906 Flowers for Funerals of Bodley Family 


My great-great-grandfather, John Edward Bodley, Sr. (1829-1906), 
moved from Fountain County, Indiana, to Lodemia, northwest of 
Fairbury around 1852. He had a son named John Edward Bodley Jr. 


After checking the "A" section of the book, I went to the "B" section 
and was astounded to find the flower charges for my early Fairbury 
ancestors! I took this page of the ledger, and added photos of the 


John Bodley dr, 
Feb 15 1905 wreath 


Tom Bodley 
Mar 2 1905 


4.C. Bartlett 
Oct 14 19u5 


Pillow 
Wreath 


Mrs D Buckwalter 
Oct 17 1905 Wreath 
Cropsey 


John Bodley 
Mar 1 1906 Pillow 


Gates Ajar 


Mrs Anna Bodley 
Mar 24 1906 Pillow 


Chris sbrauman 
Sept 18 19u6 
Piper City 


M.H. Bailey 
Aug 24 1907 


C.J.Brooker 
May 23 1908 Pillow 
Cropsey 


relatives listed. I also converted the 1905 and 1906 dollar amounts 
to current 2017 dollars. The results are shown as follows. 


My great grandfather, John 
Bodley Jr. died Feb. 13, 
1905. $3.00 equivalent to 
$83.06 in 2017 dollars. 


Tom was John Bodley Jr.’s 
brother. He died Feb 27, 
1905. $18.50 is equivalent 
to $512 in 2017 dollars! 


My great-great grandfather, 
John Bodley Sr. died Feb. 
27, 1906. $17.00 
equivalent to $471 in 2017 
dollars. 


My great-great 
grandmother, Marie Ann 
Voliva, Mar. 22, 1906. 
$7.50 equivalent to $194 in 
2017 dollars. 


Most Expensive Funeral in the Kring Greenhouse Era 


Probably the most expensive funeral in this era was for Isaac 
Walton. He founded Walton Bros. department store, and was one of 
Fairbury's leading businessmen. The sales ledger was searched, and 
his flowers for his funeral were found. 


The $45 spent in 1913 for his funeral flowers would be equivalent to 
$1,133 in 2017 dollars! 


1942 Greenhouse Closure 


In 1942, both brothers were nearing retirement age. They decided to 
shut down the large greenhouse complex. The July 11, 1942, 
Pantagraph published a story about the closing of the greenhouse. 


NEW WORRY 

Closing of Greenhouse Creates Heat Problem 
Fairbury Firm Decides to End Partnership 
BY KEITH ANDERSON. 

Pantagraph Reporter in Fairbury 


Fairbury. — (PNS) — Three Fairbury homes will feel 
the pressure of war this winter. Heretofore they have 
been heated from the boilers of the Kring Bros. 
greenhouse. From now on, it's up to them to take care of 
the furnace—if they get one. 


The Kring brothers, W. L. and E. N., ended 47 years 
partnership July 1 and will close their greenhouse this 
winter. 


That means the W. L. Kring, E. N. Kring and P. C. 
James Jr. homes will each have to install individual 
heating units. Gottlieb Harri, who recently purchased the 
E. N. Kring home, and Mr. James have found heating 
units. The W. L. Krings are still looking. 


Held the Boiler. 


"It was during the last world war that we had to install a 
second boiler in our plant," Logan Kring recalled 
Thursday, speaking of the present heating problem. 


"We had expanded our houses and the one boiler 
couldn't carry the heating load. We had our order in 
before this country got into the war, and the main part of 
the boiler arrived all right in the fall. Then a strike 
started at the boiler factory and the front didn't arrive 
until in the dead of winter. 


"Up until then we really had a time trying to keep the 
plants from getting frostbitten, but we already had the 
boiler in place, so it didn't take long to get the front put 
on." 


Struck Three Times 


A tall brick smokestack, one of Fairbury's landmarks 
which was constructed in 1908 by George Keibach, rises 
82-1/2 feet above the ground to serve the two boilers of 
the heating plant. The old time bricklayer, who worked 
for the Kammerer cement layers here, laid bricks in the 
stack at the rate of three feet a day. 


A ladder runs down the inside of the stack, but no one 
has been up or down it for several years. 


"Three times in its 34 years lightning has struck the 
stack," Mr. Kring related. "The first time we had it 
repaired, but since then no one has cared to go up it to 
fix it. The last time it was hit, about 10 years ago, 14 
bricks were cut right out of the side of the structure, and 
a long crack ran down its side. A hole was cut clear into 
one of the boilers, right through the cement." 


The Kring brothers got their start in the floral business 
when they began work as boys with their grandfather, 
John Kring Sr., who was in the fruit and vegetable 
business. After his death, they carried on until they built 
greenhouses and branched into the growing of flowers. 


Had Lemon Tree 


The first greenhouses built by the Krings were small 
structures, 50 feet long by 20 or 25 feet wide. The Kring 
plant now includes four 150 by 20 foot houses, and three 
300 by 30 foot buildings, besides the boiler room and 
garage. 


"I guess the only really unusual plant we ever had here 
was the lemon tree," Mr. Kring said. "We got it from Dr. 
H. D. Stewart 20 years ago and recently sold it to the 
Paxton greenhouse. It was at least 10 years old when we 
got it, but it still bears fruit every year. 


"I guess the most lemons we ever took off it in one year 
was 38, but it usually had around two dozen. They were 
really sweet, and boy, what a swell lemon pie they 
made," he concluded. 


W. L. Kring plans to carry on alone on a smaller scale. 
He expects to continue to sell cut flowers and plants this 
summer. "If unforeseen circumstances don't arise, I'll 
probably set vegetable plants for next spring's business," 
he says. 


se TY 
FAIRBURY.—(PNS)—W. L. Kring is finding time for a little 
| private gardening since the dissolution of partnershp. 


Main Street a Wheat Field During the Civil War 

The November 20, 1952, Blade published the story below. 
November 20, 1952 
Fairbury Blade 
Logan Kring Recalls Days of Early Fairbury 


Logan Kring's eighty-seventh birthday was celebrated by 
Rotarians Tuesday night at their regular meeting at the 
Honegger House cafe. Various Rotarians paid tribute to 
Mr. Kring. In reply, Mr. Kring made remarks of 
considerable interest. 


President Herman Kilgus announced that the football 
banquet would be held on Wednesday night. John 
Gerber reported on the results of the Fairbury hospital 
building fund canvass held Monday night. 


Mr. Kring said he started attending school in Fairbury 
before there were any schools here. He first attended 
school in the Methodist church and later at the rear of 
the building which now houses the Fultz studio, while 
the north-side school was under construction. 


He pointed out that he is the oldest living resident who 
has lived his entire life in Fairbury. He recalled that 
during his boyhood, there were only two brick buildings 
in Fairbury, and that during a fire, all were burned 
except the building which now houses the Post Office, 
and the Opera House. Mr. Kring recalled when at the 
completion of sorghum making a taffy pull was attended 
by as many as 100 persons. 


Once Mr. Kring was assigned a task of pulling cockle 
burrs by father. Although he was temporarily enticed by 
a game of croquet, he went at the task of weed-pulling 


with new found energy after being reminded of his 
duties by a switch wielded by his father. 


During the Civil War, Mr. Kring's father had wheat 
planted where Fairbury's main street is now located. 
When the father had to go to war, Logan's grandfather 
harvested the wheat. 


Mr. Kring remembers his father shooting deer in the 
timber along Indian Creek, and when there was not a 
building, just prairie grass between Fairbury and 
Pontiac. 


"The country grew up and I just grew up with it," Mr. 
Kring said, explaining that "We are the happiest people 
on earth." Everything we are and expect to be belongs to 
God." 


Edward N. Kring (1866-1943) 


Edward N. Kring was born in Fairbury, Illinois, on December 31, 
1866. He married Martha A. "Mattie" Henry (1868-1944) on May 
10, 1899, in Fairbury. They had two children. 


Ethelwyn B. Kring (1904-1990). 
Edward Leroy Kring (1906-1950). 


Edward N. Kring, in partnership with his brother W. L. Kring, 
worked his adult life in their greenhouse complex. 


In 1916, Edward N. Kring was granted a U.S. patent for a Dibble 
Device. A dibble is a pointed hand tool for making holes in the 
ground for seeds or young plants. A copy of this patent is shown on 
the next page. 


UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 


EDWARD N. KRING, OF FAIRBURY, ILLINOIS. 
f DIBBLE DEVICE. 


1,183,653. 


Specification of Letters Patent, 


Patented May 16, 1916. 


Application filed November 24, 1915. Serial Ifo. 63,243, 


To all whom it may concern: 

Be it known that I, Eowano N. Knine, 
a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Fairbury, in the county of Livingston and 
State of Illinois, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Dibble Devices, of 
which the following is a specification. 

My present invention pertains to dibbles 
and the like; and it consists in the peculiar 
and advantageous dibble device hereinafter 
described and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings which are 
hereby made a part hereof: Figure 1 is a 
longitudinal section of a dibble device con- 
structed in accordance with my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the same. Fig. 
3 is a transverse section, taken in the plane 
indicated by the line 3—3 of Fig. 1, looking 
in the direction indicated by arrow, 

Similar numerals of reference designate 
corresponding parts in all of the views of 
the drawings. 

The body 1 of my novel dibble device may 
be made of any material suitable to the pur- 
pose, and is equi with a longitudinal 
series of spac bles 2, fixed in any ap- 
proved manner with respect to the body. 

Fixed on the upper side of the body 1 is 
: handie 8, zad also fixed ie ~~ risin, 
from the body are vertically-disp i 
tubes 4. In the present and preferred e - 
bodiment of my invention said tubes 4 are 
threaded at their lower ends in the body, as 
indicated by 5 in Fig. 1. 

Disposed below the body 1 is a ground 

late 6, having apertures 7, alined with and 

signed for the passage of the dibbles 2. 
On said ground plate 6 are upright rods 8 
which extend through the tubes 4 and serve 
for the connection of coiled springs 9. Atthe 
lower ends said springs 9 are conn to 
the lower portions of the tubes 4 or to the 
body 1, in the discretion of the manufacturer 
and in the preferred embodiment of my in- 
vention the lowermost whirls of the sprin; 
are seated in circumferential grooves 10 in 
the lower portions of tubes 4, this provision 
being advantageous since it tends to 
strengthen the connections of the lower ends 
of the springs and in that way prolongs the 
usefulness thereof. 

Adjustably connected, as by a bolt 11 and 
nut 12, to the body 1 is a slotted bar 13 
that is disposed at right angles to the body, 
and carried by said bar is a head 14 on 
which there are two or more dibbles 15. 


In the practical use of the device, it will 
he manifest that when the plate 6 is ar- 
ranged on the ground, and the body 1 is 
pressed downwardly against the action of 
the springs 9, the dibbles 2 will be passed 
through the plate holes 7 and will form 
holes for plants in the ground. It will also 
he manifest thet when the operator relieves 
pressure on the body 1 sufficiently for the 
sprin 9 to withdraw the dibbles through 
the plate 6, the tendency of the springs to 
contract will have the effect of holding the 
plate 6 under yielding pressure against the 
ground with the result that the plate is 
enabled to prevent soil from falling into 
the holes during the operation. 

Incidental to the formation of a longi- 
tudinal series of holes by the dibbles 2, the 
auxiliary dibbles 15 form holes in spaced 
and parallel relation to those formed by the 
dibbles 2. Consequently the operator is en- 
abled to accurately place the device in form- 
ing the holes in the ground for the next ad- 
joining row of plants. By virtue of the 
on ag fixture of the bar 13, to the 

ly 1, the distance between the rows to be 
formed by the dibbles 2 may be varied as 
desired. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat- 
ent, is: 

1. A dibble device, comprising a body 
having a longitudinal series of dibbles, tubes 
fixed to and rising from said body and hav- 
ing circumferential grooves located adjacent 
to the body, a ground plate having apertures 
for the passage of the dibbles and also hav- 
ing rods on which said tubes are movable, 
and coiled springs surrounding the tubes 
and connected at their upper ends to the 
rods and having their lower ends connected 
with the body and also having their lower- 
most whirls seated in said grooves of the 


ubes, 

2. A dibble device, comprising an aper- 
tured ground plate having upright guiding 
means thereon, a dibble-carrying body mov- 
able on said upright guiding means, and 
spring means constructed and arranged rela- 
tively to the guiding means and the body to 
paas the ground plate against the ground 

uring the withdrawal of the dibble through 
the ground plate. 

3. A dibble device, comprising an aper- 
tured ground plate having upright guiding 
means thereon, 2 dibble-carrying body mov- 
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able on said upright guiding means, spring 
means constructed and ye relatively 
to the guiding means and the body to press 
the ground plate against the ground during 
the withdrawal of the dibble, and dibble- 


carrying means adjustably fixed to and ex- 
tending laterally from the body. 

4. A dibble device, comprising a dibble- 
carrying body having upright guide tubes, > 
an apertured ground plate having rods on 
which said body and tubes are movable, and 


coiled springs surrounding the tubes and 
connected to the body and the upper por- 
tions of the rods. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 15 
my hand in presence of two subscribing 
witnesses, 


EDWARD N. KRING. 
Witnesses: 


A. B. CLAUDEN, 
G. B. Spence. 


Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents. 
Washington, D. 0.” 


E. N. KRING, 
DIBBLE DEVICE. 
APPLICATION FILEO NOY. 24, 1915, 


1,183,653. Patented May 16, 1916. 
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Edward N. Kring died on October 3, 1943. His obituary appeared in 
the October 8, 1943, Blade. 


E. N. Kring, Lifelong Fairbury Man, Dies 


Edward N. Kring, who had spent his entire life in 
Fairbury and who for half a century was associated with 
this city's business interests, passed away at his home 
here Sunday evening at 7:30 o'clock, following an 
extended illness. He was aged 76 years, nine months and 
three days. 


Up until July 1 of last year, Mr. Kring had for 50 years 
been associated with his brother, Logan W., as Kring 
Brothers, florists, a name well known in that business 
throughout the state. It was about 51 years ago that they 
started in the garden truck and fruit business. Two years 
later they erected two small greenhouses, each 10x50 
feet. From these two small greenhouses there grew 
larger and more pretentious ones, covered by thousands 
of square feet of glass. 


Edward N., son of John and Mary (Pittman) Kring was 
born in Fairbury, December 31st, 1899, he was united in 
marriage with Mattie Henry. To this union two children 
were born—Ethelwyn Bernice Fleming, of Chicago, and 
Edward Leroy Kring, of Morton. 


He leaves to mourn his loss his wife, two children, six 
grandchildren, Norman and Barbara Fleming, of 
Chicago; Priscilla, Nancy, Margaret and Robert Edward 
Kring, of Morton; two brothers, W. Logan Kring, of 
Fairbury, and A.D. Kring of Peoria; one sister, Mrs. 
Rachel Smith, of Cushing, Oklahoma. 


Mr. Kring was a member of the Methodist church. He 
united with that organization in 1899, became a member 
of the official board, and was recording secretary of the 
board for forty years. 


Funeral services were held at the Methodist church 
Tuesday afternoon at 2:30 o'clock, the Rev. L. R. Tagg 
officiating. Interment was in Graceland cemetery. 


The pallbearers were Howard Alexander, DeBold 
Householder, Marshall Gordon, C. A. Beer, Earl Rabe 
and H. W. Schade. 


Among those attending the funeral services were the 
following from a distance; R. A. Kring, of Peoria; Mr. 
and Mrs. David Henry, of Gilman; Ruby and Harry 
Barker, of El Paso; Mr. and Mrs. Norman B. Fleming, of 
Chicago; Mr. and Mrs. Edward Leroy Kring and 
daughters, of Morton; Mrs. Charles Darnell, of Streator. 


The obituary for Mrs. Edward N. Kring appeared in the November 
17, 1944, Blade. 


Mrs. Edward N. Kring Passes Away at Morton 


Funeral services for Mrs. Edward N. Kring, who passed 
away at Morton Sunday evening, were held from the 
Cook funeral home in this city Tuesday afternoon at 
three o'clock, the Rev L. R. Tagg officiating. Mrs. L. S. 
Henderson sang a solo, with Mrs. Curtis Weeks piano 
accompanist. Interment was in Graceland cemetery and 
the pallbearers were Roscoe Combes, Earl Rabe, S. F. 
Dolgin, DeBold Householder, C. A. Beer and H. W. 
Schade. 


Rev. Tagg read the following obituary at the service. 


Mattie A. Henry, daughter of Peter and Catherine (Coy) 
Henry, was born at Campbellsville, Ky., June 29, 1869. 
When just a child she moved with her family to 
Fairbury, which had since been her home. On May 10, 
1899, at Pontiac, she was united in marriage to Edward 
N. Kring, and to this union two children were born — 
Mrs. Ethelwyn Fleming, of Chicago, and Edward Leroy 
Kring, of Morton. 


The interests of her family and home were her constant 
enjoyment. As a devoted wife and mother her life found 
fullest expression. During her last eight years she had 
suffered considerable illness and because of lack of 
strength was unable to be out a great deal. It was ever a 
source of happy expectation to plan for the children and 
their families to come to the parental home for short 
visits. 


On October 3, 1943, Mr. Kring passed away, but Mrs. 
Kring continued in her own home until the last few 
months when because of failing health she was taken to 
the home of her son in Morton. There on Sunday 


evening at 8:15 she quietly departed this life in the 
presence of her loved one. At the age of 75 years and 13 
days a sweet spirited and patient mother completed her 
task. 


She is survived by her daughter, Mrs. Norman Fleming, 
Chicago, and her son, Edward L. Kring, of Morton, and 
six grandchildren, Norman B. and Barbara B. Fleming, 
Priscilla J., Nancy, Margaret and Robert Kring. 


Ora Josephine Kring (1868-1938) 


She was born in Fairbury, Illinois, on June 11, 1868. She married 
Abel C. Barker (1855-1934) on June 11, 1891, in Fairbury. They 
had eight children. 


Ruby Fern Baker (1892-1924). 
John Kring Barker (1893-1963). 
Henry R. Barker (1895-1965). 
Mary E. Barker (1897-1967). 
Charlie Barker (1901-1971). 
Olive Celeste Barker (1904-1905). 
Glenn Abel Barker (1913-1993). 


Ora Josephine Kring died on May 12, 1938, in El Paso. Her obituary 
appeared in the May 14, 1938, Blade. 


Mrs. Ora Barker 

Pantagraph Central Illinois Service. 

EL PASO.—Mrs. Ora Barker, 70, died at her home here at 5:45 
p. m. Thursday from effects of a stroke which she suffered a 
week before. She had been in failing health for some time. 


Mrs. Ora Josephine Kring Barker was born June 11, 1868 in 
Fairbury, a daughter of John and Mary Kring. She was married 
to A. C. Barker, June 11, 1891. He died Nov. 4, 1934. 


Mrs. Barker is survived by two daughters; Mrs. Ruby Sweet of 
Oaks, N. D., and Mrs. William Robinson, Riverton; four sons, 
John K., Veterans hospital at Danville, Harry R. and Glenn A., at 
home, and Charles D. of Union Town, Pa. There are also a 
stepdaughter., Mrs. Rose Beaver of El Paso; one sister, Mrs. 
Rachel Smith, Cushing, Okla.. and three brothers, W. Logan and 
Edward Kring of Fairbury and Delbert Kring of Peoria. Mrs. 
Barker was a member of the Evangelical church. 


Reginald Adelbert "Del" Kring (1870-1956). 


He was born in 1870 in Fairbury. He married Emma Josephine 
Brown on June 16, 1899. They had no children. They moved to 
Peoria and he worked 50 years for the TP&W railroad. His 
nickname was "Del" and it sometimes was also spelled "Dell". 


The July 6, 1945, Fairbury Blade, published an article about Del 
Kring's 50 years of service to the TP&W railroad. 


July 6th, 1945 Fairbury blade 
Dell Kring 50 years with the TP & W Road 


Event celebrated Sunday in Peoria started with Road in 
Fairbury in 1890 


Peoria papers, the Journal Transcript and the Star of 
Monday, contained detailed articles giving accounts of 
an affair held Sunday for R. A. (Del) Kring, a former 
Fairburian who last Saturday completed 50 years service 
with a TP&W railroad, is a brother of W. Logan Kring, 
of this city. 


At Sunday's gathering Mr. Kring was presented a wallet 
and a fountain pen. We don't know how he can use a 
wallet, but how he can use fountain pen! The writer, 
during the time Mr. Kring was clerk in the local TP&W 
office, had the opportunity of looking over a set of books 
that Mr. Kring kept in connection with his work. The 
penmanship was a thing of beauty and the books a model 
of neatness. 


The article in the Peoria Star of Monday says: 


"They had vowed not to talk shop, some 50 railroaders, 
gathered at the C. E. Barnewolt Farm on Big Hollow 
Road, Sunday, to celebrate a fellow worker's 50th 
anniversary on the Toledo, Peoria and Western Railroad. 


But, like most of their brother workers, they soon forgot. 
And before most of them had shaken hands with R. A. 
Kring in congratulation of rounding out a half hundred 
years of continuous service on the road, the habit to talk 
shop had got them. 


It always starts innocently with kidding. 


"Tell us Del", said one of the younger men, was the Iron 
Horse in them days much different from what you see 
today? Mr. Kring, who holds the position of Chief Clerk 
of rates and Division, and who is known among 
employees of the traffic and other departments as "Del", 
smiled. 


"They tell me that in grand pappy's day the Iron Horse 
was trotted out in his skeleton," said Del slyly. "his heart 
and lungs and muscles were exposed to the terror of 
women and children. But all this was different when I 
came along." 


He waxed silent and the railroaders started poking his 
ribs. 


"Well," Del finally yielded, "when I began at the age of 
25 as helper in the station at Fairbury, Illinois, June 1, 
1895, to be exact, the Old Black Iron Mare was well 
covered up, her skin made gay with paint, polished brass 
and steel." 


That's how it started. 


There are printers who swear they have ink in their 
blood, linotypeers who can taste lead in soup and writers 
who have an itch for their work. Railroaders are no 
different. They live, sleep and talk in terms of time, 
space and motion. 


"The Thunder and blood of the Iron Horse is in all of 
us," said Mr. Kring, reiterating that he is far from being 
ready to retire. "I feel good for another 50 years." 


They all agreed, for all had started at the lowest rung of 
the ladder. That's railroad life. Promotion comes only to 
the man who can hold his own in keen competition, and 
it is a long cry from the duties of a helper to those of a 
chief clerk, general manager, traffic manager, or 
superintendent. 


They all had tried that narrow stiff path and harking back 
to the old days they reminisced until someone 
remembered the vow, no shop at the Barnewolt party 
honoring the Del Kring. 


They scattered into the rambling barnyard, the green 
lawns and under shady trees. They made an end to shop 
and lustily tossed a ball or pitched horseshoes with glee. 
In the evening, there were card games. 


"We celebrated a fellow employees hard-won success in 
life." C. H. Miller commercial agent and one of the 
parties organizers, had it. And his summing up of the 
days event was vociferously substantiated by other 
fellow workers, including their host C. R. Barnewolt, 
Traffic manager H. H. Best, general manager; W. H. 
Blair, General Freight agent; W. A. Wise, Federal 
auditor; Louis Rider, Federal Treasurer; G. R. Kronblad, 
superintendent; E. L. Slater, Chief Clerk, traffic 
department; and I. C. Cohan, purchasing agent. 
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Del Kring died on April 28, 1956. His obituary appeared in the April 
29, 1956, Pantagraph. 


R. A. Kring 


Fairbury — (PNS) — R. A. (Dell) Kring, 85, formerly of 
Fairbury, died at 3 p.m. Saturday at Pekin Public 
Hospital following a coronary thrombosis. 


His funeral will be Monday at 10 a.m. at the Preston 
Funeral Home in Pekin. Burial will be in Graceland 
Cemetery in Fairbury at 2 p.m. 


He was born Aug. 10, 1871, in Fairbury, a son of John 
and Millie Pittman Kring. He married Josie Brown, who 
preceded him in death. 


Mr. Kring was a telegraph operator in Fairbury for many 
years and was later transferred to Peoria. 


Surviving are a brother, W. L. of Fairbury and a sister, 
Mrs. Rachel Smith of Cushing, Okla., and several nieces 


and nephews. 


He was a member of the Christian Church. 


Rachel Ann Kring (1874-1975) 


She was born in Fairbury on December 7, 1874. She married Loren 
Lee Smith (1868-1961) in 1893. They moved to Oklahoma. She 
died on August 1, 1975, Cushing, Oklahoma. No obituary for her 
could be found. 


The January 2, 1975, Blade, published a story about Rachel Kring 
Smith having her 100th birthday in Cushing, Oklahoma. 


Centenarian 
Former Fairburian celebrates 100th Jubilee 


Mrs. Voris said earlier this week that many people 
would remember Rachel who lived here many years ago. 


She received a "covered wagon" cake which symbolized 
her journey by covered wagon from Illinois to 
Oklahoma. 


More than 100 relatives representing five generations, 
attended the 100th anniversary party. 


Rachel had a big family, 6 girls and 4 boys. 


One son died and all the rest of her children were with 
her on December 7th except a son, Jim, Houston, Texas, 
who had visited her earlier and couldn't return. 


Rachel Kring Smith of Cushing, Oklahoma, only living 
sister of the late Logan W. Kring of Fairbury and Aunt 
of Mrs. C. R. Voris of Fairbury, celebrated her 100th 
birthday date December 7th 1974. The Centenarian sat 
up the night before the big event playing cards with her 
children. 


She received greetings from Governor Hall of Oklahoma 
and President Gerald Ford. Her brother, Logan, operated 
a large Greenhouse for many years, on land directly 
across from Fairbury Cropsey high school, now the 
Northview addition to Fairbury. 


Her children are Lennie McAully, Wilmington, Calif.; 
Mae McMichael, Russellville, Ark.; Velda Allen, Baton 
Rouge, La.; Alice Orrick, Dennison, Texas; Faye 
Burton, Seminole, Okla.; Jack Smith, Muskogee, Okla.; 
and Rachel Chance of Cushing, Oklahoma. 


Apparently Rachel, as she raised her family, didn't like 
to sew. Her daughter Mae said "I've heard Pa say how 
Ma laid my brother "Boss" on a piece of material spread 
out on the floor and cut around him to make a pair of 
pants". According to "Boss", those pants never did fit. 


Rachel keeps her mind active and knows what's going on 
locally and nationwide by listening to the radio, 
watching TV and visiting with whoever will stop long 
enough to play a game of cards with her. Rachel loves to 
play cards. "Some people think it's a sin to play cards, I 
never missed a Sunday, Wednesday, or a choir practice 
at church and nothing's wrong with me", she told 
relatives recently. 


MRS. RACHEL KRING SMITH 
eae Cushing Daily Citizen Photo 


CHAPTER 10 
Lafayette Washington Kring (1848-1924) 


He was born on June 19, 1848, in Ohio. He married Elizabeth 
Morris (1848-1917) in 1867. They had one child, Maggie M. Kring 
(1868-1937). 


The March 21, 1924, Blade, published his obituary. 
L. W. Kring Dead 


L. W. Kring, who over a half-century made this city his 
home, passed away last Friday morning at the home of 
his daughter, Mrs. W. W. Gray, in Bloomington, at the 
age of 75 years, 8 months, and 28 days. He had been ill 
with asthma and heart trouble for the past six weeks. 


Mr. Kring was born in Ohio June 19th, 1848, and came 
to this vicinity when quite young and the greater portion 
of his life and interest were spent in and near Fairbury. 
For about 25 years, he served the city as Street 
Commissioner. Previous to this he had conducted a 
foundry here. He was married to Elizabeth Morris in this 
city about 58 years ago. She preceded him in death. He 
leaves besides his daughter, Mrs. W. W. Gray, two 
grandchildren, Harry K. Gray, of Milwaukee, Wis., and 
Ralph K. Gray, of Battle Creek, Mich., and also two 
great-grandchildren. 


During his many years of residence here Mr. Kring made 
and held the friendship of many people. Fraternally he 
was a member of the I. O. O. F. Lodge of this city. 


The funeral services were held from the Goodfellow 
Funeral Chapel, Bloomington, Monday afternoon, Rev. 
C. S. Davies of this city officiating. The pallbearers were 


former residents of this city who now reside in 
Bloomington. 


W. Logan Kring, of this city, was among those attending 
the funeral. 


Foundry 


Many of the decorative moldings on the storefronts of Fairbury 
Main Street businesses appear to be made of wood. In reality, they 
are cast iron. Many of them were made in Fairbury at the Kring 
Foundry owned by Lafayette Washington Kring. 


Originally, most of the businesses on the north side of Locust Street 
had a basement which extended about five feet from the south edge 
of the building. These underground bins usually held coal to feed the 
boiler and heat the building. Several Fairbury businesses had Kring 
Foundry make a huge cast iron plate to act as the ceiling for the 
basement room. One of these is preserved and is located in the 
ground at Veterans Memorial Park, just east of old City Hall. 


Location of the Lafayette Washington Kring Foundry 


The Sanborn Insurance company made maps of Fairbury in five 
different years. These were 1885, 1892, 1898, 1906, and 1911. 


The 1885 Sanborn Insurance map shows the location of the Fairbury 
Foundry. The upper part of the drawing below is the railroad tracks, 
and the North direction is upwards. 


The 1892 Sanborn map also shows the foundry location. 
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The 1898 Sanborn map also shows the foundry location. Note that a 
blacksmith shop is also noted [it is abbreviated as Bl. Sm.]. 
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The 1906 Sanborn map also shows the foundry location. 


The 1911 Sanborn map also shows the foundry location. The 
foundry is no longer noted on this map. The blacksmith shop is 
noted. An automobile repair shop now sits about where the foundry 
building was. 
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When was the Fairbury Foundry Started? 


The December 29, 1960, Blade has an article about a family finding 
an 1876 Atlas. In this Atlas, it mentions the Kring foundry. 


The Fairbury Foundry was owned and operated by L.W. 
Kring who was in the business of building castings, grate 
bars, window weights, car-wheels, and axles. 


The oldest mention of the Fairbury Foundry was found in the July 6, 
1881, Blade. 


July 6, 1881, The boiler at Kring's foundry was repaired 
this week, and a new furnace built. 


The December 21, 1881, Blade, mentions the foundry. 


The old Kring Foundry was sold at mortgage sale, on 
Monday, to William Frank Houser, who will use a 
portion of it for a carpenter shop. The rest of the building 
will be utilized by Laf. Kring as a foundry, for the 
present. 


In the 1886 Fairbury Fair program booklet, there is an ad for the 
Kring Foundry. 


The next mention of the Fairbury Foundry is shown below. 


June 10, 1887 

The iron columns, steps, etc. for the new buildings of 
Beach and Dominy and Harry Bartlett, have been placed 
in position. The fronts will present a very solid 
appearance. The iron used in the two fronts weighs 
15,000 lbs. L.W. Kring proprietor of the Fairbury 
Foundry, furnished the work, and it is of excellent 
design and quality. Mr. Kring also furnished the fine 
columns which grace the front of the T.S.O. McDowell 
building. 


The September 22, 1888, Blade had the following article about the 
foundry. 


L. W. Kring, proprietor of the Fairbury foundry, is 
getting out a car-load of iron sled runners for the large 
wholesale hardware house of S. D. Kimbark, of Chicago. 
Mr. Kring is prepared to do first-class work in his line, 
and makes a specialty of stove repairs. 


The December 15, 1888, Blade had an advertisement for the 
foundry. 
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Remember, the Fairbury Foundry . 
Makes a specialty of REPAIRING STOVES. 
Many a good stove is thrown aside for a 
new one, or-kept out of repair to torment 
j| the whole household, that can be, at a 
small cost, made almost or quite as 
good as new. If your stove is used up I 
H-will-buy: it-for old iron, and if it can be re- 
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Bory the stove necd not be removed from 
our house, as in most cases I can put in 
he needed parts at the house. Look at 
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The September 22, 1899, Blade, has a short note about the foundry. 
The Fairbury foundry will open for business Monday. 


The October 24, 1891, Blade, has another short note about the 
foundry. 


The L.W. Kring foundry is very busy. He does work all 
over Central Illinois. 


The 1898 Fairbury Business Directory has a listing for L. W. Kring 
foundry. 


The March 1903 edition of The Foundry - a Trade Journal, 
published that Thomas Flanagan has purchased L.W. Kring's 
foundry at Fairbury, Illinois. 


The July 21, 1905, Blade mentions the foundry now sharpens lawn 
mower blades. 


Lawn mowers ground by special machine at the Fairbury 
Foundry. 


The May 12, 1905, Blade mentions a worker quitting the foundry. 


Edward Eyer who has been employed at the Fairbury 
foundry for some time past has accepted a position with 
the Burrel Manufacturing Co. at Bradley, Ill., and left 
Wednesday to assume his duties. 


The March 16, 1906, Blade mentions the foundry working with 
other Fairbury businesses. 


Horse Clippers ground by special power machine— 
Thos. F. Flanagan, Fairbury Foundry and Machine 
works. 


The September 24, 1909, Blade has a mention of the foundry. 


Gottlieb Steidinger purchased the old Kring foundry 
building, which was sold at public auction last Saturday, 
paying $1,035 for the same. The building is now 
occupied by the Klondyke Carriage company. 


Summarizing the Fairbury Foundry Timeline 


The earliest mention of the Fairbury foundry is the 1876 Atlas 
mentioned in the December 19, 1960 Blade article. 


Lafayette Washington Kring sold his foundry in 1903, per the trade 
magazine article noted above. This means the Fairbury foundry was 
owned and operated by Lafayette Washington Kring from 
approximately 1876 until 1903. 


The Fairbury foundry continued to operate until 1909, when it was 
converted to the Klondyke Carriage company building. 


Kring Foundry Legacy 


The author walked both the north and south side of Main Street 
between First and Fifth streets in October of 2018. Four buildings 
were found that had Kring Foundry lettering cast into the vertical 
door columns. 


There are several other buildings that have similar cast iron vertical 
pieces on both sides of the doors. They do not have any lettering 
cast into them. It is possible they were made by the Fairbury 
Foundry, but no lettering was cast into them. 


Four Fairbury Buildings with Kring Foundry Vertical Pillars 


Below, there is a photograph of each building that has the Kring 
made cast iron pillars. Following the building photograph is a close- 
up of the Kring lettering in the pillar. 
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Cast Iron Ceiling for Fairbury Business 


Originally, most of the businesses on the north side of Locust Street 
had a basement which extended about five feet from the south edge 
of the building. These underground bins usually held coal to feed the 
boiler and heat the building. Several Fairbury businesses had Kring 
Foundry make a huge cast iron plate to act as the ceiling for the 
basement room. One of these is preserved and is located in the 
ground at Veterans Memorial Park, just east of old City Hall. 
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CHAPTER 11 
Summary 


In 1856, one year before the city of Fairbury was founded, John 
Kring Senior and his wife Rachel Smith moved their family from 
Ohio to the Fairbury area. Four of their seven children and their 
families also moved to the Fairbury area. 


John Kring Sr. obtained 320 acres of land just north of Fairbury by 
purchasing government land warrants issued to two military 
veterans. He also bought 40 acres from the government for cash. 
John Kring Sr. and his wife Rachel became founding members of 
the Methodist church in Fairbury. John Kring Sr. missed an 
opportunity to trade his $600 carriage for 160 acres of Chicago farm 
land that eventually became worth millions of dollars. 


Son George Washington Kring became a blacksmith and builder of 
farm equipment. He received two U.S. patents for farm equipment. 


Son Henry Kring farmed a few years in the Fairbury area, before 
moving his family to Nebraska. 


Son John Kring Jr. enlisted with the 3rd Cavalry Company K in the 
Civil War. He came back to Fairbury after the Civil War ended. 
Two of his sons ran the Kring Greenhouse complex for 40 years 
until it closed in 1942. One of his sons received a U.S. patent for a 
planting device. The greenhouse boiler heated three houses, 
including the Thomas A. Beach home on Hickory Street. 


Son Lafayette Miller Kring (1848-1924) ran the Kring Foundry from 
about 1876 until 1903. Four buildings on Main Street in Fairbury 
still have their cast iron vertical door columns made at the Kring 
Foundry. One of the building entrance floor pieces is preserved at 
Veterans Memorial Park. 


It is hoped this book will help people understand the critical role the 
Kring family played in Fairbury history. 
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